Richard Hopkins, Producing Artistic Director

The Play that Sets
the Example!
Study Guide &
Class Activities

Dear Educator:
Welcome to the 2016-2017 season of the WRITE A PLAY Program. This year, we begin our 26th year of
theatrical programming that will inspire your students to write plays and participate in the 2017 Young
Playwrights Festival.
The season opens with the play that sets the example, The Velveteen Rabbit adapted by Kevin Del Aguila.
We follow it with The Playmakers Tour: Ready, Set, WRITE!, the interactive in-school performance that
will inspire and give your students the tools to write plays. Finally, after your students’ plays are submitted,
we celebrate the creativity of young minds in The Dragon vs. the Hiccups and Other Winning Plays.
The theatre is a place of unlimited imagination, a place where we learn and share our humanity. The
rich lessons of the theatre can be applied in the classroom. As psychologist Dr. Lois Mueller says, “the
classroom is a dress-rehearsal for adult life. After their homes, children are influenced most by what
happens in the classroom. In the classroom, children learn how to handle acceptance and rejection from
peers. They learn to trust their instincts.” It is this sense of trust and confidence that prepares us to be
creative and successful adults. This study guide has been prepared specifically for you, the teacher, so that
you can deepen the experience of the program while you connect to Florida Studio Theatre.
While our artistic home is on the Gulf Coast of Florida, WRITE A PLAY also reaches to faraway places
like Israel, Russia, China, and Scotland. In addition, WRITE A PLAY has garnered the attention of notable
playwrights throughout the United States. You are taking part in an epic creative journey and bringing the
young imaginations from your class along with you. We’re thrilled that you can be a part of the WRITE A
PLAY Program.
Enjoy the season!

Kate Alexander						
Associate Director of Florida Studio Theatre		
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The Show

About the Show
Four friends use their imagination to bring to life Margery
William’s children’s book The Velveteen Rabbit. At the
beginning, the four friends change the ordinary into
extraordinary things by using their imagination and the
objects around them. The story opens with a sawduststuffed toy rabbit as a Christmas present for a little boy.
Rabbit is quickly interrogated by other toys at what makes
him special as a toy and they question his worth. Shortly
after, Rabbit encounters Skin Horse who tells him about the
experience of being loved and what that means to toys as
far as making them real in the imagination of others. Rabbit
is frightened by the aspect of the physical change that love
causes, but is soon swept up as a replacement of the boy’s
blanket, “Woobie.”

Night after night, Rabbit shares moments of friendship with the boy and Rabbit quickly does
not mind that he is becoming shabbier, because he is being loved by the boy. Their adventures
continue with the boy leaving Rabbit outside every now and then which allows Rabbit to
interact with real rabbits who question his realness. Pondering these questions of identity and
self-worth Rabbit remains by the boy’s side as the boy falls sick with scarlet fever. As soon as the
boy recovers, Rabbit and many other toys are set to be burned, but a fairy appears to Rabbit and
brings Rabbit to life. Rabbit accepts this miraculous change and joins the rabbits of the forest,
but he never forgets the boy. At the end, Rabbit encounters the boy one last time, and both
characters recognize one another through subtle signs of their pasts. Nevertheless, the play
closes with the characters appreciating the memories they shared and the development that had
occurred through their life together.
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The Show

About the Author of the original story
• • Margery Williams • •

Margery Williams, the author of The Velveteen
Rabbit or How Toys Become Real, was born in
London on July 22, 1881, and died September 4,
1944 in New York City.
At the early age of nineteen, Margery started
writing, further proving that change and
development can progress from childhood into
adulthood.
In 1904, Margery Williams married Francesco
Bianco, and became a family with the arrival of their
son, Cecco, and daughter, Pamela.
Throughout her career, Margery wrote over twenty
books, as well as having translated a handful of
French books. She won a Newbery Medal for her
book Winterbound.
Margery is most famous for her children’s books,
and each one contains an element of sadness as it
teaches valuable life lessons to all readers. These
strains of sadness stem from her personal loss of
her father at the tender age of seven. Nevertheless,
Margery writes of the strength an individual can
attain from understanding hardships and major
changes in our lives that eventually open new
opportunities. Perseverance and development are
key themes in all her books.
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The Show

Fun Facts
about The Velveteen Rabbit
•

•

•

The Skin Horse in the story
has his own book called The
Skin Horse about the Skin
Horse and the Boy’s uncle
who loved the Skin Horse
and made him real.
There have been at least
six professional film
adaptations, and one
musical adaptation of the
book since it came out in
1922.
Margery Williams, who
wrote the book, wrote over
a dozen children’s books,
and wrote books for
grown-ups too.

Words

to introduce to your students
•

Chrysalis – the hard shell
that a caterpillar makes and
climbs into to transform into
a butterfly.

•

Scarlet Fever - a sickness
that makes you very hot and
gives you a red rash

•

Fantasy - something that is
imaginary or made up,
not real

•

Velveteen - a fabric that is
like velvet.

Facts about Rabbits
•

A baby rabbit
is called a kit, or kitten, and
is born completely furless.

•

One half of the world’s
rabbit population lives in
North America.

•

Rabbits are a special
crepuscular species. That
means they are most awake
at sunrise and sunset, and
most of the night.

•

Rabbits can live
for 10-12 years.

•

Rabbits have a special
“happy dance” called a
“binky.”

•

Jackrabbits, the fastest
rabbits, can run as fast as
45 mph.

•

Rabbits and Hares are in
their own category of
animals called lagomorphs.
This means that for the most
part they live underground
and they are herbivores.
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Before the Show

For your classroom
before you see the show

Here are some exercises and
discussions for you to incorporate into
your lesson plans before you come to
see the show.

Read the book The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams
A free version of the book is available here http://digital.library.
upenn.edu/women/williams/rabbit/rabbit.html
Discuss other stories where toys come to life
(Pinocchio, Toy Story, The Nutcracker).
Discuss favorite toys with your students.
What is your favorite toy?
Which toy have you had the longest?
Have you ever forgotten about a toy
when you got a new one?
Do old toys look different than new toys?
How?

Other Books with similar themes/characters
K - 3rd Recommendations

4th to 5th Recommendations

•

The Skin Horse by Margery Williams

•

The Black Stallion by Walter Farley

•

Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White

•

Black Beauty by Anna Sewell

•

Buffy the Burrowing Owl by Betty

•

The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame
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Before the Show
Real vs. Fantasy Exercise

What does it mean to be real? What does it mean to be pretend?
Explain that fantasy is another word for pretend.
Write the following words on the board (or smartboard) or on individual pieces of paper.
Feel free to add additional nouns that you are working on as vocabulary words or real
objects in your classroom.

Bike

Witch

Magic Wand

Fairy

Doctor

Butterfly

Teacher

Spongebob SquarePants

Have students come up in front of the class for a game
of charades! They need to act out using the noun or
being the noun without using any words at all. The rest
of the class can then guess which word they were trying
to show them.
After they guess have students discuss if the word
belongs in the REAL category or the FANTASY category.
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Before the Show

Draw your favorite Character
After reading the book have students draw a character from the story
as they see it in their imagination.

Some discussion questions for drawing and sharing:
How interesting is it that some students drew the same character but that each
one looks different?
What are some similarities in our drawings? What are some differences?
The best part of reading a book is that we get to use our imagination to see
the characters and settings of the story.
In movies and television the people who make the shows get to decide exactly
how it all looks and then we just see what they think.
In the theatre it is a combination of both, we get to see how the director and the
actors imagine the show but there are also times where we use our imaginations
to imagine the setting, or how a character really looks.
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Before the Show

What to Expect

when you come to the theatre

We are so excited to have you join us at Florida
Studio Theatre for The Velveteen Rabbit. Below you
will find some helpful photos and discussion points
for your students about what they can expect when
they come to the theatre.
This is a what the outside of the theatre looks like.
When you arrive you will be greeted at your bus by
a representative of the theatre.

what will happen during the show?

You may also find it helpful to explain exactly what will happen when you come to the show.

Actors will tell the
story with words
and actions
One actor may play
many different
characters by
changing their
voice or their
costumes

A play is different than
a movie in a play like
The Velveteen Rabbit,
the actors on stage are
really there.

They can see
and hear you,
just like you
can see and
hear them.

The story may be different than what you read in the book. That’s ok!
After the show we can talk about what was the same and what was different.
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Before the Show

Audience Behavior Exercise
worst audience ever

Let your students know that YOU are about to
put on a show for them and that you will do it
two times. The first time their goal is to be the
WORST audience ever.
Ask for some suggestions as to what are you NOT
supposed to do as an audience.

Looking around the room | Not listening/following directions
Talk to your neighbor | Boo | Stand up
Not clap when people bow

Let your students know that when you step in front
of the class the show will begin.
Next prepare yourself and walk up in front of your
students as if you are walking on stage. Read the
script to the right in the silliest voice you can:

“Hello and welcome to my classroom, my
name is ________________ and I’m excited
to welcome you to today’s show. Please turn
off any cell phones or anything that buzzes
and beeps. If you need to leave for any
reason, please make sure you take a teacher
or a chaperone with you. This is live theatre
that means the people on stage can see and
hear you just like you can see and hear them.
I want you to laugh and clap and have a great
time but please remember to keep your
bottoms in your seats and your hands and
feet to yourself. Thank you so much and enjoy
the show <take a bow>”
While you are reading the above text make
sure that you are responding to the “worst
audience behavior”.

Ask students to describe how they thought
you were feeling when they were being a
bad audience.

best audience ever
Next, repeat the exercise, but ask students for suggestions on what you ARE supposed to do as an
audience. The second time their goal is to be the BEST audience ever.
Watch the performers | Listen closely | Voices are off | Bottom in your seat | Clapping when people bow

Next repeat the ‘show text’ above and ask students to be the BEST audience ever.

Ask students to describe how they
thought you were feeling when they
were being a good audience.

The goal of this exercise is to give students
understanding that being a good audience
makes the actors on stage feel good, and
will make the show better for everyone!
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After the Show

After the show
Beginning

Ask students what happened in the play. Break it
down into the Beginning, Middle, and End.

Middle

End
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After the Show

Grades K-3

Writing and Drawing

What was your favorite part of the play?
Draw a picture of that here:
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After the show

Grades 3-5

Creative Dramatic Tableau

A tableau is a “picture of a scene”. It can be
described to students as a frozen picture or “freeze”.
There are no words in a tableau.
Select a few of the drawings or favorite parts of the play
to reenact in a tableau. Splitting students into groups of 4,
have them create a frozen picture of that moment in the
play. See if the other students can guess what the moment
was and who is playing which character.

Similarities and Differences
Have a class discussion about what was the same and what was
different between the book and the play. Draw two big circles on
the board to create a Venn Diagram, and put the book in one circle,
the play in the other, and the similarities in the overlapping area.

book

play

13

After the show
Grades K-3

Show and Tell

Have students bring their favorite toy or item
to class to share and answer the following
questions about it.

Tell the history of the toy: how long
have you had it, where did it come
from, does it have a name?
Why is it your favorite toy?
If your toy came to life,
what would happen?
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After the show

Pre-K - 2nd
Make your own bunny ears!
Materials
paper

tape

scissors

Instructions Make a strip of paper long

enough to go around the child’s head (you may
need to tape to pieces end to end to get it long
enough.) The thicker the better, so that it can sit
on the head like a crown. (see photo)
Print, color, and cut out the ears on the next page.
Tape the ears onto the strip.
Optional: Decorate the strip with
stickers/markers/etc as desired.
Tape the strip in a loop so it fits on the head.
15
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Play Analysis
Analysis of The Velveteen Rabbit

by Dr. Lois Mueller, Licensed Clinical Psychologist
Kevin Del Aguila’s adaptation of Margery Williams’ children’s classic
easily connects with our first experience of emotional attachment.
What child does not remember a favorite stuffed animal that shared
their bed nightly and saw them through sickness and health?
The major theme is the importance of love. It is no coincidence that
the nursery is the magical place where being loved and becoming
real begins. It is the scene of the first connection to a person who
loves you. Nanna loves the little boy as much as he loves the rabbit
she gave him on Christmas morning.
Lessons learned are that love makes you feel alive. When someone
loves you, you are always beautiful to them and it doesn’t matter
what others think, because being loved makes you feel good inside.
We also are taught that being loved can take some getting used
to but once you let it happen, it changes your life. Love even hurts
sometimes, but it helps more than it hurts and is worth the trouble.
Real love is forever, no matter how old or worn you become. It is
not enough to be loved, you have to love back to be real. Just as the
boy loved the rabbit, the rabbit returned his love, sticking by the boy
when he needed him the most.
In a world that is filled with contrived “Reality” shows that blur the
boundaries between what is real and what is not, The Velveteen Rabbit brings clarity, showing that it takes more than using the word real
to make something real. Through the contrast of the unpretentious
rabbit to the snobbery of the more sophisticated toys, we learn that
simple is often better, and more real.
Children are taught by the grandfatherly wisdom of the Skin Horse,
that seeing with your heart is different from seeing with your eyes.
When people cannot see with their hearts, they often miss the truth.
The Skin Horse teaches that feelings and intuition are important tools
in deciphering reality. Truth is best arrived at by what is felt in the
heart–something children sort out much better than adults, who,
portrayed by large puppets, find this concept to be somewhat “mysterious.”

Several sub-texts appear in the
play. The first is being teased and
challenged by peers who, much
like the bunnies, focus only on the
outside of a person and demand
that everyone be the same to be
accepted. The second is the fear
of being laughed at if you are different. The third is that for things
to be special, like Christmas, they
can’t happen every day, no matter
how good they are.
Finally, through this delightful tale,
The Velveteen Rabbit, Margery Williams helps children learn that
they have to move on from childhood toys, but that they never
have to give up the lessons about
love they learned as a child. These
lessons allow them to love and be
loved as they grow to adults who
see with their hearts.
Dr. Mueller/Lois is a Licensed Clinical Psychologist who works with
children and their families as well
as other adults. She has written an
advice column for the Clearwater
Sun Newspaper and has hosted
a call-in advice radio program on
Talk Radio WPLP, Pinellas Park and
WPSO, New Port Richey. She has
been quoted in numerous newspapers and magazines and on radio and TV programs as an expert
in psychology. Dr. Mueller practices in Port Richey, Florida.
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Submission Guidelines
The Young Playwrights Festival is open to
students in Kindergarten through 12th grade.
Each young playwright who submits a play
will receive a Certificate of Achievement. A
select number of plays will be produced as
a professional production at Florida Studio
Theatre.

Submission Guidelines:

1. The contest is open to all students in Kindergarten through 12th grade.
2. Plays should be 1 to 5 pages in length.
3. There is no restriction on style, subject, or form.
4. Collaborations are permitted.
5. Scripts must be typed or printed and stapled together or bound.
**Be sure to keep a copy of the original, as plays will not be returned.
6. Scripts must have:
• Date of Submission
• Title of Play
• Name, Home Address, and Phone Number *
• School Address, Teacher Name, and Grade Level
• Date of Birth
*Teachers may withhold a student’s personal information if it will be provided in the event of a play
being selected in a winning category.

Deadline for Play Sumissions:
01/20/17

If the Playmakers Tour was at
your school before 12/16/16

03/03/17

If the Playmakers Tour was at
your school after 01/02/17
Plays submitted after 03/03/17 will be
considered for next year
Please send your submissions to:
Florida Studio Theatre
ATTN: Young Playwrights Festival
1241 North Palm Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34236
For more information please call us at 941.366.9797 or email pjackson@floridastudiotheatre.org
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Richard Hopkins, Producing Artistic Director

Young Playwrights Festival
Official Cover Sheet

Each playwright must FULLY complete this form and attach to their play.
ALL writers and collaborators should fill out their own form.
Please PRINT all information
Today’s Date:_____________________________________________________________
The TITLE of My Play: ______________________________________________________
My FIRST NAME is: ________________________________________________________
My Home Phone Number: __________________________________________________
My Email Address is: _______________________________________________________
My GRADE is: _____________________________________________________________
My Birthdate is: ___________________________________________________________
My SCHOOL is: ___________________________________________________________
Address of School: ________________________________________________________
City: ________________________County: ________________________
State:_______________________ Zip code: ________________________
School Phone Number: ____________________________________________________
School Fax Number: _______________________________________________________
My TEACHER’S Name is: ____________________________________________________
My PRINCIPAL’s Name is: ____________________________________________________

*If a play is written by more than one student, please complete play cover sheet for each student.
Teachers may withhold a student’s personal information so long as it can be acquired in the event
of a play being selected in a winning category. See floridastudiotheatre.org for additional cover
sheets and information. Missing information will cause delays in processing.
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