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What is Cabaret?
It began in Paris on November 18, 1881, the year in which the first and most famous cabaret
of all, the Chat Noir (Black Cat), was established. Paris, during what the French like to call
the Belle Epoque, was the cultural capital of Europe, the mecca of the arts to which admirers
and young hopefuls flocked from one end of Europe to the other, and indeed from still farther
away. If something caught on in Paris, the immense reputation of the city as the source of
fashion and innovation ensured its rapid diffusion across the continent and beyond.
Besides giving rise to many cabarets in Paris itself, in its own time and after it became history,
the Chat Noir also inspired the introduction of cabaret in major cities throughout Europe in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
In the beginning, cabaret arose as an informal grouping of artists – painters, poets, musicians,
and theatre people – who felt the need to come together. It was intended as something
essentially private. From 1881 to 1917, audiences were made up predominantly of artists,
their friends, and a variety of cultural fellow-travelers. In post-World War I Europe, the cabaret
ceased to be a novelty and by and large fulfilled its function as a locus of an emerging avantgarde. Cabarets became places of entertainment; their facilities were expanded and enhanced,
their doors thrown open to the public.
When developing FST’s Cabaret, we took the diverse and rich history of the form to create
the atmosphere you see today. Set in a turn-of-the-century Parisian cafe, and offering fresh
baked food, the Cabaret is an intimate space for an intimate form of theatre.
							Turn-Of-The-Century Cabaret
									by Harold B. Segel
Artwork by Théophile Steinlen
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The Man Himself

Bobby Darin was a man of many talents—he could sing, act, do impressions, and play
multiple instruments. He rose from poor beginnings in New York City and fought rheumatic
fever as a child, which damaged his heart and plagued him throughout his life.
Darin started out as a demo writer at the legendary Brill Building in New York City. His first
two major hits were “Splish Splash” and “Dream Lover.” Late in 1958, Darin recorded the
album “That’s All,” an LP of standards, which was very successful on the Billboard charts.
Darin appeared in Las Vegas in 1959 and began an exciting nightclub career. He was
popular with adults and teenagers alike at the
clubs, broke attendance records and
performed to standing room only crowds.
Darin appeared in thirteen motion
pictures, and composed the score
and theme to four of them. In 1961,
he hosted his own variety special
and in 1973, he had an NBC variety
television show.
Darin’s personal life was as highly
charged as his professional one. On
December 1st, 1960, he married actress
Sandra Dee, who was his co-star in the
film Come September and they had one son,
Dodd Mitchell Darin. Bobby was also married
to legal secretary Andrea Joy Yaeger in
1973, whom he divorced shortly before
his death. Darin died at the age of 37
on December 20, 1973, following his
second open heart surgery.
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Source: www.bobbydarin.net

Bobby and Old Blue Eyes

Bobby Darin was determined be more famous
than Frank Sinatra and when Sinatra heard
this, he simply said, “Bobby Darin does my
prom dates.” Needless to say, the men were
not big fans of each other, but they had more
in common than you’d think! Both had been
pushed to perform by their mothers.
Darin and Sinatra were both known for their
big egos, philandering, and unflagging commitment to their careers. Bobby Darin once
said, “Conceit is thinking you’re great; egotism is knowing it.”
These music icons also charmed quite a few ladies, but their relationships with these
women were very different after their charm subsided.Sinatra remained friends with most
of his former lovers throughout his life. In contrast, Darin’s thoughtfulness waned once
the relationship’s honeymoon phase was over.

Who is “Mack the Knife”?

In 1928, The Threepenny Opera opened in Berlin. The actor
playing Macheath adamantly suggested to writers Bertolt
Brecht and Kurt Weill that they write a song to introduce his
character. In less than a day, the duo wrote “Mack the Knife”
and, at the last minute, added it to the start of the play. In
Threepenny, Macheath is a menacing, powerful leader of
robbers. He resembles Jack the Ripper, has several lovers,
and flatters those in power to keep them on his side. Still,
his charm and polish make him difficult to dislike. In a way,
“Mack the Knife” is Macheath’s theme song. In the show,
a street performer with a barrel organ sings the song and
describes the notorious deeds of the suave lady-killer,
Macheath.
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April 1958: Records
March 24, 1965: Bobby
“Splish Splash” and “Queen
protests voting discrimination
of the Hop,” both of which
in Montgomery, Alabama
become hits.
alongside Harry Belafonte as
November 29, 1959: well as Peter, Paul and Mary.
“Mack the Knife” wins
May 14, 1936: Bobby
Grammy for Record of the
Darin is born in the Bronx.
Year and Bobby wins for Best
New Artist.
January 17, 1956:
Bobby and Don Kirshner
copyright their first song.

October 24, 1963:
Last Vegas performance
at The Flamingo.

October 5, 1959: “Mack the
Knife” reaches #1 and stays
there for 9 weeks.
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January 1966: Bobby
starts performing at
nightclubs again and
returns to The Flamingo.

January 31, 2010: Bobby
August 26, 1973:
Darin is posthumously given
Performs for the last time at
the GRAMMY Lifetime
the Las Vegas Hilton.
Achievement Award.
January 17, 1990:
Inducted into The Rock
July 18, 1968: Starts
and Roll Hall of Fame
his own record label,
in Cleveland, Ohio.
Direction Records.

March 15, 2013:
December 20, 1973:
Inaugurated into America’s
Only 37 years old, Darin
January 19, 1973:
Pop Music Hall of Fame.
The Bobby Darin Show dies in the Cedars of
airs for the first time on Lebanon hospital in
June 9, 1999: The
Los Angeles.
NBC.
Songwriters’ Hall of Fame
welcomes Bobby Darin.
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Bobby’s Ladies
Connie Francis
Bobby met Connie in 1956 while writing music for her to sing,
and they supposedly fell madly in love. When they were together,
Connie’s “whole world revolved only around Bobby…life took
on all sorts of delicious new dimensions.” However, Connie’s
father was very strict and would not allow her to date. When
Bobby tried to convince Connie to run away and elope, her father
chased Bobby away with a gun, ordering him to never come near
his daughter again.
Jo Ann Campbell
For about two years, Bobby and Jo Ann were together, and
rumors about the couple’s future never seemed to fade.
Campbell was a dancer-turned-singer who kept running
into Bobby at a New York City pharmacy frequented by
performers. Both were focused on their careers and ended
the relationship due to the fact
that they wanted different things
in a marriage.
Dore Orlando
In 1960, Bobby was performing at the Sands Hotel in Las Vegas,
where Dore was a dancer. He was struck by Dore’s beauty and
apparently by his show’s second night, he was singing love songs
directly to her. The two were virtually attached at the hip for the
rest of Bobby’s contract at the Sands, but after he started touring,
their relationship ended.
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June Blair
At the start of 1960, Bobby Darin dated starlet June Blair
for a brief time. They met at the Slate Brothers Club in
Hollywood and ended their relationship on good terms. Blair
said to Movie Mirror Magazine that August, “We are good
friends, in spite of the little time we have spent together and
I think as highly of Bobby as of anyone else in town.”
Sandra Dee
Bobby met Sandra Dee during the production of his first
major film Come September, in which Sandra played his
love interest. Sandra Dee’s first impression of Bobby was
that he was rude and cocky. On their first date, Bobby
divulged to Sandra that he behaved immaturely because
“he was scared and out of his element…he was falling
in love with her and didn’t know how to get her to pay
attention to him.” The couple got married in December
1960, and just over a year later, Sandra gave birth to the
couple’s first and only child, Dodd. Over the next few years, Bobby and Sandra’s priorities
began to diverge; she wanted to focus on raising Dodd and create a life as a family,
while he wanted to concentrate on his career. After four years
of marriage, the two divorced but continued to live together for
another three. The two remained close throughout their lives
and were devoted parents to Dodd. To this day, Bobby Darin
remains the only man that Sandra Dee ever dated.
Andrea Joy Yeager
Bobby and Andrea dated for three years before tying the knot in
the summer of 1973. Bobby felt that Andrea kept him grounded
and loved him for who he truly was. The marriage only lasted
four months, and Andrea learned about his intentions to divorce
her in the paper. She blamed his death on his refusal to take a
break from working and professional commitments.
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The Bobby Darin Show
Bobby returned to show business “Just in Time.”
Dean Martin’s show was losing more people
with each new season, and soon Sonny and
Cher would be gone. NBC was desperate to win
back viewers. Even though Bobby had taken
a hiatus from the big screen, he reappeared
with a segment on The Dean Martin Show in
the summer of 1972. The segment was called
“The Bobby Darin Amusement Company,” and
Burt Reynolds and George Burns were part of
the piece’s debut. During its seven-week run,
icons like Debbie Reynolds, Joan Rivers, Dusty
Springfield, Florence Henderson, and Dionne Warwick appeared alongside Bobby on
television. Viewers were so entertained by Bobby that NBC decided to give him his own
show starting the following year.
The Bobby Darin Show combined both of his passions: music
and comedy. He was as smooth and charming on television as
he was on a nightclub stage. Comedians like Dick Bakalyan
performed comedic skits with Bobby about living in the Bronx.
His show gave him the freedom to create and play with a variety
of characters like “Dusty John” (a stereotypical hippie) and
“the Godmother.” Of course, he also pulled out his celebrity
impressions every so often. Unfortunately, Bobby’s heart was
beginning to fail, as was his show’s ability to compete with
more popular Friday night television programs. The show was
canceled in April 1973 and over the next eight months, Bobby’s
health continued to decline before he died that December.
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Darin on the Political Stage
Throughout his life, Bobby Darin advocated for justice and equality. In the early 1960s,
he helped African-American artists get more opportunities to perform. When the
management at the Copacabana objected to Bobby Darin’s opening act—Darin wanted
African-American comedian Nipsey Russell to start his show—he pressured the club’s
administration until they allowed Russell to perform. This was quite a feat at the time, as
nightclubs were still segregated. Darin also helped Richard Pryor and Flip Wilson get time
on stage. Both comics were the opening acts for Darin’s shows before rocketing to fame.
In 1965, Darin participated in the civil rights march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama,
and was an early supporter of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. When Robert Kennedy
ran for the presidency in 1968, Darin became actively involved in Kennedy’s campaign,
often making appearances of the candidate’s behalf. According to Darin’s son Dodd,
Bobby “really believed that Kennedy was sincere and could change things.” Robert and
Bobby became close friends, and Bobby was known to play Robert’s favorite song, Bob
Dylan’s “Blowin’ in the Wind,” at Robert’s request on the campaign trail. When Kennedy
was assassinated in June 1968, Darin was stunned. He had not only lost his friend, but
also a symbol of hope and justice.
Even after Kennedy’s assassination, Darin
continued to fight for the political and social
causes he believed in. In May 1970, he
took out newspaper advertisements that
condemned the United States’ invasion of
Cambodia. That same month, he attended
a demonstration opposing the Vietnam War
at University of Southern California and
urged attendees to overwhelm the Nixon
administration with phone calls insisting
on peace.
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It doesn’t need
to be NEW to be

AWESOME!
Voted Sarasota’s #1
Consignment Store

AWARDING MORE THAN $8 MILLION LOCALLY IN GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS

There’s no limit to the BARGAINS you’ll FIND!
Supporting the local ART Community
for more than 50 years.

Volunteer • Donate • Consign • Shop
539 S. ORANGE | 941-955-7859 | OPEN MON-FRI 9-4 & SAT 10-4 | www.sarasotawex.com
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RICHARD HOPKINS is the Producing
Artistic Director of Florida Studio Theatre.
Since 1980, Mr. Hopkins has guided the
company from a small touring group to a
professional regional theatre. He began his
professional theatre career as a resident actor
with the Asolo State Theatre in Sarasota.
In 1974, he founded the Palisades Theatre
Company in Washington, D.C., which
subsequently moved to St. Petersburg and is
now called American Stage. He served as its
Producing Director from 1974-1980.
Additional experiences include President of the Florida Professional Theatres Association,
Panelist for Theatre Program of Florida Arts Council, and Director/Instructor for Ringling
Brothers Barnum and Bailey Circus’ Clown College.
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His many directing credits include: Older Than Dirt, Laughing Matters (vol. 5), Inspired
Lunacy, The Best of Enemies, Next to Normal, Race, Ruined, The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee, Boleros for the Disenchanted, Permanent Collection, Metamorphoses,
The Bully Pulpit, God’s Man in Texas, Hysteria, Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar
Wilde, 2: Goering at Nuremberg, Six Degrees of Separation, Execution of Justice, Death
by Misadventure, Hi-Hat-Hattie, Invictus, Agnes of God, Beyond Therapy, True West, La
Ronde, and Betrayal among numerous other plays and Cabaret projects including Laughing
Matters (vol. 5) Lock the Gates, Never Marry A Girl With Cold Feet, The Prima Donnettes,
Too Darn Hot, Laughing Matters, Night Train to Memphis, Sophie Tucker, Inspired Lunacy,
Shakespeare’s Greatest Hits, Over the Rainbow, and Let’s Twist Again: with the Wanderers.
Mr. Hopkins is the recipient of numerous awards including the Arts Leadership Award
from the Sarasota Arts Council, the Richard G. Fallon Award for Artistic Excellence from
the Florida Professional Theatre Association, and the Cultural Champion Award from
the Arts and Cultural Alliance of Sarasota County.
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FST Cabaret: A History

1995 – 1996 Season

Hot ‘N Cole
My Castle’s Rockin’ by Larry Parr
Back to the 40’s with the Boiler Sisters
Forever Ivory Rowe by Mark Hunter and
Barbara Bates Smith
An Evening Wasted
Song and Dance by Andrew Lloyd Webber
The Jazz Club

1996 – 1997 Season

By Gershwin
I am an American by Kurt Weill
Motown Cabaret
Always...Patsy Cline by Ted Swindley

1997 – 1998 Season

Honky -Tonk Highway by Richard Berg
and Robert Lindsey-Nassif
O’Carolan’s Farewell to Music by Patrick
Ball and Peter Glazer
License to Bash
Over the Rainbow
Gunmetal Blues
Inspired Lunacy (revised)
Rendezvous with Marlene
Carreno
Clearly Invisible by Carl Seiger
Forever Plaid by Stuart Ross

Liz Power in Dancing In the Street. Photo by Maria Lyle.
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1998 – 1999 Season

Harry Who?
A Brief History of White Music conceived
by Dee Dee Thomas and David Tweedy
Shakespeare’s Greatest Hits

1999 – 2000 Season

Three Girls Berlin!
Sophie Tucker: American Legend by
Jack Fournier & Kathy Halenda
The All Night Strut

2000 – 2001 Season

By Mercer
Harry Chapin and Friends
Brassy Broads

2001 – 2002 Season

The Rhythm of Life:
The Songs of Dorothy Fields
The Songs of Jaques Brel
Laughing Matters
Sophie Tucker
Last of the Red Hot Mamas

2002 – 2003 Season

My One and Only Gershwin
Guitar Girls
A Vaudeville Cabaret

2003 – 2004 Season

Too Darn Hot: A Tribute to Cole Porter
On the Road
One-Hit Wonders

FST
Cabaret:
A
History
2004 – 2005 Season
2010 – 2011 Season
G.I. Jive
The Rise and Fall of Western Civilization
According to Tom Lehrer
Three Friends, Two Guitars
(and a broken tambourine)

2005 – 2006 Season

My Way: A Musical Tribute to Frank
Sinatra by David Grapes and Todd Olson
Piano Men
Flip Side

2006 – 2007 Season

Over The Rainbow, A Tribute to Harold Arlen
The British Invasion
Laughing Matters…Too

2007 – 2008 Season

Harry Who? The Lullabye of Broadway
European Cabaret
Outlaws and Angels

2008 – 2009 Season

The Wanderers
Brassy Broads: The Next Generation
Laughing Matters

2011-2012 Season

That’s Life, Again!
Shake, Rattle, & Roll
Reel Music

2012-2013 Season

Let’s Twist Again: With the Wanderers
Urban Cowboys
By Gershwin: A Tribute to George and Ira

2013-2014 Season

The Prima Donnettes
Poems, Prayers and Promises
Too Darn Hot

2014-2015 Season

Dancing in the Street
American Pie
Never Marry A Girl With Cold Feet: and
other life lessons from Vaudeville

Steppin’ Out
Hula Hoop Sha-Boop
Laughing Matters ’09

2015-2016 Season

That’s Life
Reflections
Night Train to Memphis

2016-2017 Season

2009 – 2010 Season

Soul Mates: A Journey to Hitsville
Yesterday
Laughing Matters (vol. 5) Lock the Gates!
Gypsies, Tramps, and Thieves
Piano Men
Older Than Dirt

Arthur Marks in That’s Life, Again. Photo by Maria Lyle.
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Directed by
Catherine Randazzo

Richard Hopkins, Producing Artistic Director

Music Director		

Darren Server

Costume Designer

Adrienne Webber

Lighting Designer
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Sound Designer		

Thom Korp
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