2019-2020

F LO R I DA S T U D I O T H E AT R E
Welcome to FST SCHOOL. We are a group of
professional teaching artists dedicated to
growing the art of theatre in the individual
and encouraging the creative power of selfexpression. Our Adult Classes focus on a wide
range of theatrical skills: acting, improvisation,
playwriting, and even simply learning more
about how theatre works.
Whether you are just starting out on your
theatrical adventure, or are a seasoned
performer looking to polish your skills, you will find classes, seminars,
and intensive workshops throughout the year to fit your goals. We limit
our class sizes to ensure personalized feedback for every student, and we
prepare you to showcase your work in MIXED NUTS, an ongoing Friday night
student performance.
Led by professional artists employed by Florida Studio Theatre, our FST
SCHOOL Adult Classes are executed at the same high level audiences have
come to expect from our work onstage.
THEATRE PERFORMANCE classes focus on Acting, Improvisation, and
Cabaret Performance. THEATRE WRITING classes include Playwriting,
Sketch Comedy, and Comedic Storytelling. Our ever-popular THEATRE
APPRECIATION classes include Behind the Scenes and Reader’s Circle.
Regardless of your area of interest, you will find a welcoming, supportive,
and fun environment in which to discover creative abilities, hone your
skills, and meet new friends.
We invite you to join us in the art of live theatre.

Richard Hopkins, Producing Artistic Director

SESSION SCHEDULE

SESSION I:

SEPTEMBER 30 - NOVEMBER 23

SESSION II:

DECEMBER 2 - FEBRUARY 8

SESSION III:

FEBRUARY 17 - APRIL 11

SESSION IV:

APRIL 20 - JUNE 13

SESSION V:

JUNE 22 - AUGUST 15

Unless otherwise noted, all classes are
$199 per 8-week session, and are limited to 12 students.
Please visit floridastudiotheatre.org for our full class
schedule or call 941-366-1350 for more information.

Scholarships Also Available!

As part of our mission to make theatre affordable and accessible
to as many people as possible, FST awards full and partial scholarships
based on financial need. For more information, contact Pamela Smith at 941-366-1350.

I M P R O V I S AT I O N
Improvisation

Levels 101, 201, 301, 401, 501, and 601

Our 6-level improv program will teach students to think quickly on their feet,
explore creativity, hone their comedic voice, and build self-confidence. Over
each 8-week course, students will focus on the tenets of improvisation by
learning how to play together, make others look good, be confident, support
each other, and have fun — all while exploring the intricacies of short-form,
long-form, and free-form improv games. By the end of our program, students
will have the tools to improvise both onstage and off.

Musical Improvisation

Levels 101, 201, 301, 401, and 501

Learn the basic concepts and tools to make up songs on the spot. In this
5-level program, students will participate in exercises that encourage
thinking on your feet, as well as understanding the mechanics
of song creation. Students will sing solos, duets, and
full blown ensemble numbers confidently in their own
voices. No singing experience necessary. Classes will be
accompanied by a musician, and culminate in a set in
Mixed Nuts, a student performance.

Improv for Life

Do you ever get nervous when you have to speak in
front of people? Do you want to be better prepared for
your next interview? Improv for Life teaches the skills
of improvisation for the non-actor.
Learn how to express yourself more
confidently, listen better, and be
more present in a workshop that will be
equally informative and fun.
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I M P R O V I S AT I O N
Improv Academy

Have you taken all of our improv classes and still can’t get enough? This class
is for the advanced improv student who has been through all FST classes or
has similar experience. Students will be led through advanced exercises and
techniques designed to refine their skills as they step towards becoming
professional improv performers.

Forever Improv

Do you enjoy the games played on “Whose Line is it Anyway?” or at our
Saturday night FST Improv shows? Then this class is for you. Forever Improv
focuses on playing and perfecting the high energy improv games you love
to watch and play. Every session will focus on different games, so no two
sessions will ever be the same.

Improv for Everyone

Discover how improv comedy techniques can help transform every
area of your life - personal or professional! Learn the philosophy
of “Yes, and …,” an improvisational skill guaranteed to help
improve relationships both on and off the stage. Have fun and
make discoveries through fast-paced improv games, all while
building effective communication skills, discovering new
perspectives, and unleashing your creative side. Actors and
non-actors of all levels welcome!

Directing Improv

Learn how to be an effective Improv Director and
Coach. Students will look at how to successfully
implement a vision for a veteran ensemble or a
group of new improvisers by breaking down every
aspect of the directing process — from auditions
and rehearsals to notes. Every student will step
away with ready-to-implement tools that they can
put in to use in their rehearsals immediately.

FLORIDASTUDIOTHEATRE.ORG
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T H E AT R E P E R F O R M A N C E
Acting

Levels 101, 201, 301, and 401

Even if you’ve never stepped foot onstage, our 4-level Acting program will
give you the skills, support, and inspiration to bring emotionally exciting
characters to life! Progressing from the basic understanding of harnessing
your voice, body, and emotions, you will experience the power of the
monologue, the excitement of the scene, and the fulfillment of creating an
entire short play with your fellow student actors. Throughout the four class
levels, you will have opportunities to share your new talents and work in
Mixed Nuts, a student performance.

Flying Solo

Experience the thrill of solo performance!
Various exercises and prompts—including
autobiographical tales, spoken word
rhythms, stand-up comedy tricks, and
storytelling structure—will inspire you
to create a 5-10 minute one-person show,
which you will be invited to perform in
Mixed Nuts, a student performance.

Acting for Improvisers

Strengthen your improv by gaining an
understanding of fundamental acting
skills and stage geography. You’ll get
out of your head and find yourself
connecting more powerfully with the
audience, your scene partners, and
the reality of the imagined worlds you
are creating.
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T H E AT R E P E R F O R M A N C E
Cabaret Performance

Learn the art of Cabaret performance — from
choosing material to putting together an act with an
emphasis on presence, song interpretation, and banter
that is funny, specific, honest, and in your voice. You’ll
learn to build a personal connection and then share
your work with an audience in Mixed Nuts,
a student performance.

Musical Theatre Dance

Whether your dance experience is limited to
“jazz hands” or you’re a hoofer looking to
brush up your box step, this class is a fun
exploration of various dance styles used in
Broadway shows. Musical Theatre Dance
class will focus on learning proper dance
technique and on using dance to tell a
theatrical story.

No Fear Shakespeare

Shakespeare may appear
intimidating, but in fact his
characters and speeches are some
of the juiciest, most accessible, and
most fun to perform in all of dramatic
literature. You will learn to enjoy the
power of Shakespeare’s language and
experience a whole new level of
emotional truth.

941.366.1350
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T H E AT R E A P P R E C I AT I O N
Behind the Scenes

This popular class is for the deeply curious theatre lover who wants a firsthand look at play creation! You will experience the excitement of the first
read-through, dive deep into script analysis and design concepts, and track
the detailed work of the artistic and production teams through rehearsals
into a fully-realized performance. Note: Behind the Scenes is $149 and limited
to 32 students.

Reader’s Circle

Similar to a book club, except we focus on plays! A lively mix of discovery
and discussion, Reader’s Circle gives students a sneak peek at plays under
consideration and FST’s New Play Development process. A reader may be
privy to plays before the artistic and production team creates fully-realized
performances. Strong readers required. Note: Reader’s Circle is $149 for an
8-week session, and a $50 discount per session will be given to students who elect
to receive scripts via email and read from a tablet or laptop.
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T H E AT R E W R I T I N G
Playwriting

Levels 101, 201, and 301

Our 3-level Playwriting program is designed both as an intro for new
playwrights and as a brush-up for seasoned dramatists. Fundamental
tools like formatting, character, dialogue, and setting will lead to deeper
exploration of theatrical conventions. As you master these techniques, you
will move from short homework assignments and in-class prompts to the
roundtable level of workshopping original work you bring in from home.
Throughout the program you will have opportunities to hear your work read
aloud in class and as part of Mixed Nuts, a student performance.
Note: Playwriting classes are limited to 8 students.

Sketch Writing

Levels 101, 201, and 301

Our 3-level sketch writing program, modeled after The Second City style
of sketch comedy writing, will help our students develop their funny idea
into a fully-produced sketch. Students will be introduced to exercises and
workflows to help with brainstorming on a topic, pitching ideas, writing a
first draft, working with a collaborator, and delivering a final
sketch. Students will have the opportunity to write and
perform their sketches in front of a live audience as part of
Mixed Nuts, a student performance.

Comedic Storytelling
Levels 101, 201, and 301

Our 3-level Comedic Storytelling program will focus on
how to take a story and develop it into a performance by
focusing on techniques that will enhance the emotional
impact, stretch the narrative arc, and sprinkle in
the humor to make it memorable. Students are
encouraged to bring true stories they’re ready to
share or—through workshop techniques—we will
find new stories waiting to be told. Students will
begin by focusing on a simple 5-minute story, and by
the end will have the tools to put together a 30-40
minute solo performance.

FLORIDASTUDIOTHEATRE.ORG
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WORKSHOP SELECTION
IMPROVISATION
Improvisation: Levels 101-601
Musical Improvisation: Levels 101-501
Improv for Life
Improv Academy
Forever Improv
Improv for Everyone

8-week session
8-week session
8-week session
8-week session
8-week session
8-week session

$199
$199
$199
$199
$199
$199

Directing Improv

8-week session

$199

THEATRE PERFORMANCE
Acting: Levels 101-401
Flying Solo
Acting for Improvisers
Cabaret Performance
Musical Theatre Dance
No Fear Shakespeare

8-week session
8-week session
8-week session
8-week session
8-week session
8-week session

$199
$199
$199
$199
$199
$199

THEATRE APPRECIATION
Behind the Scenes
Reader’s Circle

8-week session
8-week session

$149
$149

THEATRE WRITING
Playwriting: Levels 101-301
Sketch Writing: Levels 101-301
Comedic Storytelling: Levels 101-301

8-week session
8-week session
8-week session

$199
$199
$199

*BUY 4 SESSIONS, GET 1 SESSION FREE!
Unless otherwise noted, all classes are
$199 per 8-week session, and are limited to 12 students.
Please visit floridastudiotheatre.org for our full class
schedule or call 941-366-1350 for more information.
(All classes must be taken within Sessions I, II, III, IV, or V in the 2019-2020 calendar year)
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FALL & WINTER REGISTRATION FORM
Sign up Today! Register by Mail or Online
Your Name: _____________________________________________________
Workshop Name

Session

Amount
$
$
$
$
$
Total: $

Address ________________________________________________
City _________________________ State ________ Zip ___________
Home Phone _____________________________________________
Work Phone ______________________________________________
E-mail Address ___________________________________________
Enclosed is a check for my $75.00 non-refundable deposit per session.
Please charge my $75.00 non-refundable deposit per session to my
AMEX

Visa

Mastercard

Discover

Expiration date: (MM/YY) _______/_______

CVV#: ____________

Signature: ____________________________
Billing Address: ________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

FST Mailing Address: 1241 N. Palm Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34236

FLORIDASTUDIOTHEATRE.ORG

10

floridastudiotheatre.org

941.366.1350

BUY 4, GET 1 FREE

REGISTER TODAY!

SARASOTA’S CONTEMPORARY THEATRE

1241 N. Palm Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34236-5602

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT NO. 224
MANASOTA, FL

