Richard Hopkins, Producing Artistic Director

Study Guide & Class Activities

Dear Educator:
Welcome to the 2016-2017 season of the WRITE A PLAY Program. This year, we begin our 26th year of
theatrical programming that will inspire your students to write plays and participate in the 2017 Young
Playwrights Festival.
The season opens with the play that sets the example, The Velveteen Rabbit adapted by Kevin DelAguila.
We follow it with The Playmakers Tour: Ready, Set, WRITE! the interactive in-school performance that
will inspire and give your students the tools to write plays. Finally, after your students’ plays are submitted,
we celebrate the creativity of young minds in The Dragon vs. the Hiccups and other winning plays.
The theatre is a place of unlimited imagination, a place where we learn and share our humanity. The
rich lessons of the theatre can be applied in the classroom. As psychologist Dr. Lois Mueller says, “the
classroom is a dress-rehearsal for adult life. After their homes, children are influenced most by what
happens in the classroom. In the classroom, children learn how to handle acceptance and rejection from
peers. They learn to trust their instincts.” It is this sense of trust and confidence that prepares us to be
creative and successful adults. This study guide has been prepared specifically for you, the teacher, so that
you can deepen the experience of the program while you connect to Florida Studio Theatre.
While our artistic home is on the Gulf Coast of Florida, WRITE A PLAY also reaches to faraway places
like Israel, Russia, China, and Scotland. In addition, WRITE A PLAY has garnered the attention of notable
playwrights throughout the United States. You are taking part in an epic creative journey and bringing the
young imaginations from your class along with you. We’re thrilled that you can be a part of the WRITE A
PLAY Program.
Enjoy the season!

Kate Alexander						
Associate Director of Florida Studio Theatre		
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Example plays
Since its inception in 1991 the program has impacted children throughout the United States, Israel,
Russia, and China, and Scotland and continues to inspire them to open their minds and explore their
imaginations.
The core of the WRITE A PLAY Program is its annual three-play series. First, a classic story is brought
to life on stage to provide an example of a well-made play for the students. This is followed by the
PLAYMAKERS Tour that travels the state to perform a high-energy, audience participation workshop.
Then, in the spring, the series culminates in a celebration of students’ creative endeavors in UNDER SIXa professional production of select plays submitted by students to the Young Playwrights Festival. More
than 10,000 students experience the work of their peers in the anthology of plays.
The Young Playwrights Festival brings together Florida Studio Theatre, the community, the students,
their families, their teachers, professional actors and guest artists. When a playwright’s play is selected
as a winner for the Young Playwrights Festival it is a time of great celebration!

Here are two examples of winning plays from recent festivals:

No War Can Tear Our Love Apart

Written by Abigail Kroneberger (a fifth grader at the time), is a beautiful story about a young girl
bonding with her father before he departs for war. The playwright looks within herself to find the
emotional honesty displayed in this poignant story.

The Hockey Stick and The Puck

Written by Cooper Shelters (third grade) is a short play about a hockey stick and a puck helping each
other to achieve their goals.
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Example Plays
No War Can Tear Our Love Apart by Abigail Kroneberger
5th Grade, Fruitville Elementary School, Sarasota, FL

Grades 4-5
Example

Characters:
Narrator
Sam
Dad
Setting: Sam’s house in Montana
SCENE ONE
Narrator: One summer day, Sam and her father are in the backyard. The sun sends warm, joyous
rays of light down on them, making them happy. However, no sunshine will make Sam feel near as
happy as she is now when she learns that her dad has made a decision, a decision that will change
her life.
Sam: So Dad, what’s this for anyway?
Dad: For you, of course!
Sam: You mean that this beautiful oak box is…(pauses) for me!?! (surprised)
Dad: Who else would it be for?
Sam: A litter box for Fat Cat? (guessing)
Dad: No, silly! I want this to be our memory box. Everything we’ve done since the day you born to
this very second is going to be in here.
Sam: And how on EARTH are we going to do that?
Dad: You’ll see honey, you’ll see.
SCENE TWO
Narrator: One week later…
Dad: Hey, Sammy! Guess what? I finished our memory box just this morning! (ecstatic)
Sam: REALLY?!? (amazed)
Dad: Yeah, Let’s pain it with one of our favorite memories.
Sam: What should we do?
Dad: This is YOUR memory box, not mine!
Sam: How about that night when everything had gone wrong, and you still loved me. We can paint
you and me, embracing each other after the mishap.
Dad: I remember that night very well, as a matter of fact. You were by the fire place, crying and
shivering, when I came home from work and kissed you on the cheek. (says with feeling)
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Example Plays
No War Can Tear Our Love Apart by Abigail Kroneberger
5th Grade, Fruitville Elementary School, Sarasota, FL
Sam: let’s start painting.
Narrator: As Sam and her dad pain the scene of that wonderful night of love, Sam grows closer and
closer to her father.
Sam: I wish all nights could be like that one. (whistful)
Dad: If only you knew how much I wish the same, Sam.
SCENE THREE
Sam: Hey Daddy, when will we finish our memory box?
Dad: I was hoping we could do it this week.
Sam: Well, how about today?
Dad: I suppose I’m ready. (unsure).
Sam: You? What about the box? Isn’t that what we’re waiting for?
Dad: Yeah, yeah.
Narrator: As the day went on, Sam and her dad continue to work on their memory box.
(Sam and Dad are on another part of the stage now)
Sam: Remember that time we went fishing by the lake, but all we caught was a big black boot?
(holds up boot) I’ll put the boot in our box!
Dad: Great idea! What else have you got?
Sam: Well, my lucky ballet slipper you drove all the way back to California to get after I left it there
on vacation. Even though I never used it again after it helped me win the dance-off, it will be a great
memory keeper too.
Dad: That’s just what I was thinking. I have something to put in the box as well.
Narrator: Sam’s father places a beret with Sam’s name on it into the memory box.
Sam: What’s that for? (unsure)
Dad: You and I both have one. When I go away, you can put it on and feel like you were with me and
the other soldiers.
Sam: (really upset and afraid) Go where?
Dad: To defend my country, Sammy.
Sam: NOOOOOOOO! (runs away)
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Example Plays
No War Can Tear Our Love Apart by Abigail Kroneberger
5th Grade, Fruitville Elementary School, Sarasota, FL
SCENE FOUR
Narrator: Later, Sam walks up to her dad, the beret on her head, and the memory box in her hands.
Fear is written all over her face. She walks slowly, preparing herself for what she is about to do.
Sam: (walking up to Dad) I’ve decided that we should stay together.
Dad: What do you mean? (quissical) you can’t go with me to war! (says gently)
Sam: No, Dad (places hand to heart) in here…and in our memories.
Narrator: As Sam and her father hug each other, they know.
THE END

The Hockey Stick and The Puck by Cooper Shelters
3rd Grade, MJ Fletcher Elementary School, Jamestown, NY

Grades K-3
Example

Characters:
Stick, Puck, Crowd
Setting: At the Ice Rink
SCENE ONE
Puck: I want to get out of this arena!
Stick: No! Don’t go! I need someone to hit into the net!
Puck: No! Don’t hit me!
Stick: I do really want to hit you, only because if you go into the net. I will score a goal!
Puck: But if you hit me really hard, I will get hurt!
Stick: I do not want to hurt you, but I really need your help!
Puck: Let’s make a deal. I want to help you, but do not want to get hit.
Stick: What can we do?
Puck: I can try to glide myself down to the net, and you can help me, but no hitting me!
Stick: It’s a deal.
Crowd: (They go down to the net and pucks slides into the goal) It’s a goal!
Stick: Thank you!
Puck: You’re welcome!
THE END
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How to write a play
Element # 1 - Setting
A SETTING is the place where your play
happens. It can be anywhere! Your play could
take place in the White House, in a rainforest,
in school, in your shoe, or on a distant planet.
It could be some place you know really well:
like your bedroom or in your kitchen, or some
place more exotic: like an old English castle or
on top of a dog’s head.
The SETTING also includes time. You can
travel back in time to ancient times or create
a future world. Time can also mean time
of day. For example, a beach at noon on a
Saturday- when it’s sunny with lots of peopleis very different than a beach at midnight on
a Wednesday-when it’s dark with very few
people.
Close your eyes and imagine the setting of
your play. Ask yourself:

What does it look like?
What is the temperature like
- is it hot or cold?
What time is it?
Where in the world does it take place?
Are you inside or outside?
What is going on around them?

NEXT ELEMENT >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Element #2 - Character
The CHARACTER is the “who” in your play.
CHARACTERS can be people, animals, or objects.
For example, you could write a play about two
frogs on a lily pad or a lost pencil in a pencil box.
A character could even be based on someone you
know, like a friend, a famous person, or historical
figure.
All of your characters need to be fully developedwhich means that you need to decide what they
look like, and how they are feeling.

What is your character’s name?
What do they look like?
How do they get along with others?
How are they feeling today? Why?
What do they like to do?

When you have completely
created your setting and

character - write it down in
your playwriting notebook!
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How to write a play
Element #3
The Big Want
Every play has some sort of conflict
or problem faced by your characters.
Each character has something they
want to achieve or an obstacle that
they need to overcome. This is “THE
BIG WANT.” Perhaps your character
wants to find their lost dog, win a big
race, or solve an important mystery.
THE BIG WANT is what drives the action of your play forward and will lead
your characters to act.
Just like your characters, THE BIG
WANT does not need to be limited to
the human world. If your character is
a pencil, maybe he doesn’t want to be
sharpened. If your character is a monkey, maybe she really wants to join the
circus to be a world famous trapeze
artist. Almost anything can be a BIG
WANT! THE BIG WANT needs to inspire
the events of the play and must be
meaningful enough to the character
so that the story is interesting for the
audience.

Explore your imagination and the world

around you and you’ll discover many ideas
for your character’s BIG WANTS.

If you get stuck you can use some of these.
Some examples of BIG WANTS:

Wanting to win the
school spelling bee
Wanting to make friends
with the new kid at school
Wanting to find alien
life forms on Mars

When you have completely created your
BIG WANT write about it in your
playwriting notebook!
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How to write a play
Element #4 - DIALOGUE
Now you are ready to begin writing the play! First, ask yourself how does the play begin? And then, what
happens next? Does someone speak first or is there an action first? The dialogue and the actions of a play
help to tell your audience about SETTING, CHARACTER and THE BIG WANT. This step decides what the character will do or say in order to attain THE BIG WANT and if they are successful.
Every play must have physical movement. Dialogue is the conversation, or the speaking, between the characters. To write dialogue, you must think about your characters and their personalities: how each character
sounds and what types of words and expressions they would use.
Every play must also have action. This makes the play exciting and fun for audiences to watch. Your characters don’t have to stay on stage the whole time; they can enter and exit. They can jump, run, sing, and even
hula dance. Actions can be small, like smiling or snapping, or large like leaping and high-fiving.
To begin to WRITE IT DOWN!, try stepping into your characters’ shoes. Pretend you are the character and
imagine how they think and how they feel.

Who speaks first or who acts first?

What do they say or what do they do?
If you get stuck try this exercise with a friend. Team up and choose one or more of the following characters.
Imagine how the character feels and their personality; then take turns talking or acting:

1.
2.
3.
4.

A teenager who is home alone.
A basketball play who is afraid of catching the ball.
A teacher who gets locked out of the classroom.
A hippopotamus that is very, very hungry,

Once you decide what the character is saying and doing- WRITE IT DOWN in your playwriting notebook!

You’ve got your idea, now you just need to know the
elements necessary to turn your idea into a play.
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What does a play look like?
WRITE A PLAY FORMAT EXAMPLE
Heading

Name (First and Last):
Teacher’s Name:
School:
(Note: If a class play, a typed roster of the student’s names should be attached)
Setting:
A school playground on a dark stormy night
Characters:
A toy dinosaur named Rex
A lost blue and pink jacket named Jacket
The Big Want:
Rex and Jacket want to find an owner
Title:
Rex and Jacket’s Big Adventure

Play
(Rex and Jacket are riding down the slide)
Rex: Weeee!!!
(They reach the bottom of the slide)
Jacket: (pulling away from Rex) I don’t feel like riding the slide anymore. I miss my owner. It’s been
a whole day since he left me here. I think he forgot all about me.
Rex: (sadly) He forgot me too! And I thought I was his favorite toy!
..... continue to write until THE END.

The next pages include hand outs that you can copy for your students, or demonstrate on the board.
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Playwriting Notebook
Now it’s your turn to write! Use the notebook below to start writing your play. Remember to include the
Four Elements: Setting, Character, Problem, and Dialogue. Most importantly, let your imagination guiding you!

Title of Play
Setting:

(This is where your play takes place)

Characters: How many do you want in your play?

Problem or The Big Want:

Dialogue... on the next page begin writing your character’s dialogue
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Playwriting Notebook
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Playwriting Notebook
Character Name:

Write what they say!

Keep going! We can’t wait to see what you write.
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Handwritten example
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Submission Guidelines
The Young Playwrights Festival is open to
students in Kindergarten through 12th grade.
Each young playwright who submits a play
will receive a Certificate of Achievement. A
select number of plays will be produced as
a professional production at Florida Studio
Theatre.

Submission Guidelines:

1. The contest is open to all students in Kindergarten through 12th grade.
2. Plays should be 1 to 5 pages in length.
3. There is no restriction on style, subject, or form.
4. Collaborations are permitted.
5. Scripts must be typed or printed and stapled together or bound.
**Be sure to keep a copy of the original, as plays will not be returned.
6. Scripts must have:
• Date of Submission
• Title of Play
• Name, Home Address, and Phone Number *
• School Address, Teacher Name, and Grade Level
• Date of Birth
*Teachers may withhold a student’s personal information if it will be provided in the event of a play
being selected in a winning category.

Deadline for Play Sumissions:
01/20/17

If the Playmakers Tour was at
your school before 12/16/16

03/03/17

If the Playmakers Tour was at
your school after 01/02/17
Plays submitted after 03/03/17 will be
considered for next year
Please send your submissions to:
Florida Studio Theatre
ATTN: Young Playwrights Festival
1241 North Palm Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34236
For more information please call us at 941.366.9797 or email pjackson@floridastudiotheatre.org
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Richard Hopkins, Producing Artistic Director

Young Playwrights Festival
Official Cover Sheet

Each playwright must FULLY complete this form and attach to their play.
ALL writers and collaborators should fill out their own form.
Please PRINT all information
Today’s Date:_____________________________________________________________
The TITLE of My Play: ______________________________________________________
My FIRST NAME is: ________________________________________________________
My LAST NAME is: ________________________________________________________
My Home Phone Number: __________________________________________________
My Home Address is: ______________________________________________________
My Parent/Guardian Email Address is: ________________________________________
My GRADE is: _____________________________________________________________
My Birthdate is: ___________________________________________________________
My SCHOOL is: ___________________________________________________________
Address of School: ________________________________________________________
City: ________________________County: ________________________
State:_______________________ Zip code: ________________________
School Phone Number: ____________________________________________________
School Fax Number: _______________________________________________________
My TEACHER’S Name is: ____________________________________________________
My PRINCIPAL’s Name is: ____________________________________________________
*If a play is written by more than one student, please complete play cover sheet for each student.
Teachers may withhold a student’s personal information so long as it can be acquired in the event
of a play being selected in a winning category. See fl oridastudiotheatre.org for additional cover
sheets and information. Missing information will cause delays in processing.
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